
An Original Take on a Canadian Myth: Tom Thomson’s Last Bonfire

Burnstown:-- Tom Thomson was pulled from Canoe Lake on a July morning of 
1917, taken to an island by his closest friends and never seen again. They stood 
vigil over his body, and after a midnight autopsy he was hastily prepared for 
burial. His first funeral took place the next morning.
Just in time for the 100th anniversary of Thomson’s passing, Burnstown 
Publishing House announces the release of Tom Thomson’s Last Bonfire by 
Geoff Taylor (xxx pages, illustrated, $25.00) a fresh and unique exploration of the 
twenty-four hours that followed the discovery of Thomson’s drowned corpse.
Tom Thomson’s Last Bonfire adheres strictly to the tight story line of those twenty 
four hours. It is a novel, creative conjecture based on extensive research into the 
people and the place and the times. It is an original take on a Canadian myth. 
The characters, deeply and sympathetically drawn, shed new light on the man 
Thomson was in life, before he became an icon in the Canadian imagination.
Roy MacGregor commented: “No one owns the Tom Thomson story. Nor does 
anyone truly know what happened among the several intertwined mysteries. I like 
to think the mystery is Canada's to play with and be forever entertained. Geoff 
Taylor's Tom Thomson's Last Bonfire is a welcome new addition to the family of 
Tom mysteries. It's a fine read that raises some intriguing possibilities."

Who were the friends who found him?
What accounts for the decisions they made and the secrecy they 
maintained?
Can you take the measure of a man by the company he keeps?

Author Geoff Taylor has been canoeing Algonquin for over thirty years. His 
intimate knowledge of the park infuses the story with a brilliance that reflects 
Thomson’s painterly perceptions.
“I set out to write a book paddlers would want to pull out of their packs or 
cottagers could read in a screened in porch and recognize my portrayal of the 
place, the people and the human dilemmas they wrestled with.” 
Also included are sketches by the author of the main characters in the story: Dr. 
Howland, Mark Robinson, Tom Thomson himself, Arthur Lismer, George Rowe, 
Larry Dixon and Winnie Trainor. 
Tom Thomson’s Last Bonfire is available through the author’s website 
www.lastbonfire.com, in fine bookstores, and direct from the publisher.


